COURSE SYLLABUS

Art and Politics in Contemporary Argentina from an Intercultural Perspective
Argentine Universities Program

Suggested US semester credit hours: 3
Contact hours: 60

Course length: semester

Instructor name/title: Gabriel Palumbo
Delivery method: Face to Face

Course Description

The aim of this optional program class is to ponder the relationship between different trends in Argentine
plastic arts and political life. Our purpose is to study the existing symbolic interchange between the
Argentine artistic schools and the social world, paying special attention to the political character of the
works of art, observed from abroad perspective. The history of Argentine art, displayed from the aesthetical
vanguards to the manifestations of contemporary art, establish a permanent conversation with politics and
with power through dissimilar and distinguishable expressions, which is the object of the course. The
subject of study attempts to offer a panorama about the possibilities of a theoretical interpretation, as far as
the rich and sometimes difficult relationship between art and politics allows. It also attempts to explore
different narrative forms and critical discernment.

Student Learning Objectives
e To make students familiar with the texts which permits us to think the relationship between
art and political life
e Sharing concepts with history and sociology of art
e To propose an aesthetical look at the different works of the argentine plastic arts.
e Understanding the relationship between art and politics in different moments of history Argentina
e Analyze the evolution of the relationship between art and politics
e Understanding the emergence of contemporary art and its relationship to democratic life argetina

Course Schedule
The course is typically structured as follows, with some adjustments:

e Unit 1: The difficult relationship between art and politics
e Unit 2: How to look at a work of art and how to write about it
e Unit 3: Argentine art and its relation to politics.
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Particular Bibliography of the Different Units:

In each course, the selection will take the textual path which best suits the interests and profiles of the
group. Such flexibility promotes the necessary pedagogical dynamism for an issuance of these
characteristics. In each case, the corpus of readings will be of such characteristics as to capture a great
attention and propose an increased production from students.

General Bibliography:
This literature operates in the form of resources for students, and we may make a selection of the texts for
each particular unit, for each group.

Activities:

The course presents a series of out-of-class assignments. These consist of visits to museums and art
galleries in order to get acquainted with artistic production in Argentina, including the study of museums,
their organization and functioning, and their curatorial criteria. We also will have two group visits to
different editions of the Gallery Nights (Arroyo St. and in the San Telmo district) during the course.

Methodology
The course promotes group discussion of the various texts and active participation of students. Besides the

textual corpus, images of artistic works are analyzed in class and schedule visits to exhibitions and show sare
planned. The classes will be conducted by the professor in charge of the course who will offer a lecture and
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then encourage the active participation of the students through questions and/or reflections. Each class will
be divided into two segments. In the first half, the professor will deliver a lecture on the class topic. In the
second half, students will be requested to work in groups on the bibliography covering the topic with a view
to preparing a short presentation, after which they will be encouraged to exchange opinions with their
classmates.

Evaluation
There is a mid-term exam and a final essay. The exams and written assignments represent two-thirds of the
grade. Class participation is one-third of the grade.

Grading Scale: Grades that end in .5 or 14%-0%=1

higher will be rounded up. Grades

that are .49 and lower are rounded Equivalence with U.S. Grading Scale

down. 10=A
95%-100% = 10 9=A
94% - 85%=9 8=A-
84%-75%= 8 7 = B+
74%-65%=7 6=B
64%-55%= 6 5= B-
54%-45%= 5 4=C
44%-35%=4 3, 2' 1=F

34%-25%= 3
24%-15%=2

Timely Submissions
Assignments submitted after the deadline will be accepted at the discretion of the course instructor and
generally only in the event of a documented illness or emergency.

Academic Integrity

Any academic endeavor must be based upon a foundation of honesty and integrity. Students are expected to
abide by principles of academic integrity and must be willing to bear individual responsibility for their work
while studying abroad. Any academic work (written or otherwise) submitted to fulfill an academic
requirement must represent a student’s original work. Any act of academic misconduct, such as cheating,
fabrication, forgery, plagiarism, or facilitating academic dishonesty, will subject a student to disciplinary
action.

IFSA-Butler takes academic integrity very seriously. Students must not accept outside assistance without
permission from the instructor. Additionally, students must document all sources according to the
instructions of the professor. Should your instructor suspect you of plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of
academic dishonesty, you may receive a failing grade for the course and disciplinary action may result. The
incident will be reported to the IFSA-Butler resident director as well as your home institution.

Course Information:
e Attendance: Student’s minimum attendance required is 80% to pass the course.

e Submission of Work: Papers or assignments delivered after the deadline will only be accepted in the
event of a documented illness or emergency.
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e Tardiness: Two late arrivals will be computed as an absence.
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