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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Peru is a country rich in cultural diversity expressed not only through the various native indigenous 

communities but also the various immigrant populations that arrived to the Tawantinsuyo territory after 

the Spanish Conquest. This flow of cultures has created a melting pot that is problematic and hinders 

the country´s development, as well as possibility for growth through cultural wealth and human capital. 

At the same time, Peru´s geographic diversity, represented in eight ecosystems that extend from the sea 

passing through the Andes and ending in the Amazon, is a blessing due to the amount of natural 

resources provided and is problematic because it hinders the fluid communication of isolated 

populations that live in extreme poverty. 

 
This multidisciplinary course focuses on Peruvian sociological problems and solutions. Upon knowing 

Peru´s cultural diversity and change by understanding ethnicity; multiculturalism; poverty; 

marginalization and socio economic gaps; corruption; lack of political institution; and gender relations, 

political and cultural critics can be made. Students will not only be presented with the problems but 

also the societal changes occurring to reverse these inequalities. Students will analyze and discuss these 

issues in an academic manner during class. They will also have first-hand experience through volunteer 

work at different NGOs, travel throughout the semester, and write reflections regarding these 

experiences. Each student will partake in 6 hours of volunteer work per week with a total of 72 hours 

for the semester. Students are encouraged to bring questions, doubts, and challenges they encounter 

during their volunteering to class. 

 
During trips throughout the semester, students will confront Peru´s cultural wealth, geography, and 

architecture. They will have the opportunity to learn about these aspects in Lima through its rich, pre-

Incan and Incan past, and through sustainable development projects sponsored by El Instituto para una 

Alternativa Agraria, in the farm community of Chahuay. The semester will conclude with a trip to the 

town of El Carmen in Ica to learn about the problems that face the Afro-Peruvian community. Students 

will observe projects carried out by NGOs like Cimarrones who are in favor of development and 

recognition of the Afro-Peruvian culture. For the last two trips, students will be required to prepare 

written reflections on these experiences. 

 
At the end of the semester, students must complete a final project based on their volunteer experience 

at an NGO and that focuses on Peruvian sociological problems studied in class. At the library in the IFSA 

office in Miraflores, students can find previous students’ projects that are available for review. Students 

also have the option to update or complement projects from previous years. 

 

All course readings will be provided as handouts during class or will be available through the 

professor. At the IFSA office in Miraflores, students will find various books that further 

complement the weekly readings. It is recommended that students review them. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 

This course includes the following goals for students:  

 

 Examine the unique opportunities and challenges of Peru’s cultural and geographic diversity  
 Analyze a wide range of social and political issues including ethnicity, multiculturalism, poverty, 

marginalization and socioeconomic gaps, corruption, lack of political institution, and gender 
relations as well as societal changes occurring to revert related inequalities 

 Investigate these issues through the experiential learning opportunity of volunteer work and 
apply these experiences to theoretical concepts through written volunteer reports  

 Explore the issues of cultural wealth, geography, and architecture through regional site visits and 
apply these experiences to theoretical concepts through written trip reflections  

 Make cognitive connections between learning in this course and other learning experiences in the 
IFSA Pontificia Universidad Catolica Peru Program 

 
 
GRADING 

1. The final grade for the course is broken down as follows: 

 
Reports and Written Reflections 30 % 

Midterm Exam 30 % 

Final Research Project 40 % 

Total 100% 
 

2. Assignment Descriptions and rubrics: 
 
Reports and Written Reflections  

- Volunteering reports. Students should reflect about their volunteering experience. 

The students are requested to reflect on Peruvian Society informing their reflection 

with their volunteering experience, connecting this with the contents of the course 

and reflections on their personal learning and their encounters with the Peruvian 

culture throughout the semester. The length should be 1-2 pages. 

 
Rubric: 
 

CRITERIA INDICATORS POINTS 

Connection 

between 

volunteering and 

Peruvian Society 

Reflects on Peruvian 

Society with his/her 

volunteering experience as 

a starting point 

6 

Connection 

between 

volunteering and 

the course 

contents  

Links his/her experience 

with subjects and issues 

discussed in class 

6 

Personal learning Identifies and reflects on 

personal learning 

6 

Presentation Exposes ideas in a clear and 

orderly manner  

2 
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Midterm Exam  
- The midterm exam will evaluate the comprehension and use of materials studied in 

class that analyze issues related to Peruvian reality. The expectation is that students 

relate conceptual and theoretical themes identifying the core thesis of the text with 

examples found in concrete elements of reality, observations, and personal 

experiences, exposing ideas in a clear and orderly manner. 

 

Final Project  
- This will be an essay on a subject chosen by the student. To write this assignment 

the student should review bibliography on the subject and collect data through 

observation and/or interviews. 

- During the last week of class students will give a final project presentation. The 

presentation will be no longer than 10 minutes and will give an overview of their 

research. 

- The final research project should be 10-15 pages, double-spaced, Times New 

Roman (size 12). The introduction should include an abstract in English. 

 
Rubric 

 

CRITERIA INDICATORS POINTS 

Bibliographic review The essay demonstrates that the student 
reviewed the bibliography on the subject 

5 

Data gathering Data was collected through observation or 
interviews 

5 

Analysis The essay demonstrates the student’s 
capacity to analyze primary and secondary 
information, as well as to draw conclusions 
on the subject chosen for the paper. 

8 

Presentation Ideas are exposed in a clear and orderly 
manner. 

2 

 
 

COURSE OUTLINE 

 
Week Topic Mandatory Readings 

Week 1 - 

Orientation 

- Meeting with nonprofits. Presentation on volunteering opportunities. 
- Individual meetings with the Resident Director to discuss volunteer        
opportunities. 

Week 2 Intro to course 

Week 3 August 30th. National Holiday. No class 

Week 4 
The nation and the 
Indigenous Peoples 

Méndez, Cecilia, Incas yes, Indians no: Notes for the 
study of criollo nationalism in Peru, Lima: IEP, 1996. 
(Documentos de Trabajo N° 56). 
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Week 5 

Tourism, 

gastronomic 

boom and 

representations 

of the country  

García, María Elena, “The Taste of Conquest: 

Colonialism, Cosmopolitics, and the Dark Side 

of Peru’s Gastronomic Boom”, The Journal of 

Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology, 

Vol. 18, No. 3, pp. 505-524. 

Week 6 

 
Trip to Cusco. 
Visit to Chahuay 
Community 

Centro Guamán Poma de Ayala.  
Centro Guamán Poma de Ayala. Racism, discrimination 
and exclusion in Cusco. Pending tasks, urgent challenges.  
Cusco: Bartolomé de las Casas, 2012, pp.37-69 

 
 
 

Week 7 

Racism and exclusion 

 

 

Callirgos, Juan Carlos, “Peruvian Racism”, in: Racism: the 
question of the other (and of oneself), Lima: DESCO, Cap. 
4, pp. 57-213. 
 
Espinosa, Oscar. Savages opposed to progress? 

Historical and Anthropological approaches to 

indigenous mobilizations in the Peruvian Amazon. 

In: Anthropologica XXVII, Nº 27, 2009, pp. 123-168 

 

Week 8 

Social and socio-

environmental 

conflicts in Peru 

 

 

Torres Seoane, Javier: “Lots of Protest, Little Change”, 
in: We will Behave Badly. Social Protest and Freedom of 
Expression in Latin America. Bogotá: Centro de 
Competencia en Comunicación para América Latina, 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 2011, pp. 161-174 

 

Week 9 

Gender and Peru. 

Femininity and 

Masculinity. 

Sexual and 

Reproductive Rights. 

 Anderson, Jeanine. Gender systems and development in 
the jungle. In: Shupihui, 85, X: 35-36, 1985, pp. 335-345. 

 
Del Castillo, Daniel. The Ghosts of Masculinity. In:  
Estudios Culturales, Lima: Red para el desarrollo de las 
ciencias sociales, pp. 253-264. 

Week 10 
 

Midterm Exam 

Week 11 Education and Health 

Ewig, Christina, Second wave Neoliberalism: 
Gender, race and reform of the health sector in 
Peru, Lima: IEP, 2012. (Chap. 6, “Control of the 
bodies of empoverished women: Intersections of 
race, gender and family planning policies”, pp. 
203-228. 
 
Turn in first volunteering report. 

 
 Week 12 The growth of Lima  

Matos Mar, José. The New Urban Face: Forging an 
Identity 
P.69-96 in: Popular Overflow and State Crisis 

 

 

 

 
Week 13 

National Holiday. 
November 1st. 
 

Visit to the Nueva Esperanza Cemetery, Villa María 

del Triunfo 
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Week 14 

Corruption and 
Fujimorism  
 
 

Quiroz, Alfonso, History of Corruption in Peru, Lima: 

IEP, 2013. Chap. 7, “Corrupt conspirations, 1990-

2000”, pp. 443-519. 

Week 15 

Internal Armed 

Conflict 

 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Hatun 

Willakuy. Abbreviated version of the final report. 

Chapter 6: The factors that made the violence 

possible. pp. 333-351. 

 

Week 16 
The Afro-Peruvian 

Community. 
  

Week 17 

(Trip to the Afro- 

Peruvian town of 

El Carmen, Ica) 

 

Benavides, Martín, Máximo Torero y Néstor Valdivia. 
Poverty, social discrimination and identity: the case of 
the Afro-descendant population in Peru. Lima: Grade, 
2006, Chaps. 5 and 6, pp. 47-76. 
 

Muñoz, Rocío. Social representations of Afro Peruvian 
women: Prejudice and stereotypes. Monography for the 
Diploma on Gender, Facultad de Ciencias Sociales, 
Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, 2010. 
 

Week 18 Final reflections. 

Dec. 13th 
 

Deadline to turn in final paper and final volunteering report by email. 

 

 
Additional Readings 
 

 Campuzano, Giusseppe. Museo Travesti Del Perú. Lima, 2007. 

 Fuller, Norma. Contrastes regionales en las identidades de Género en el Perú urbano. El caso de 
las mujeres de la baja Amazonia. Revista Anthropológica, Nº 22. PUCP 

 Jungbluth Melgar, Werner; compilador. Perú Hoy, El Perú subterráneo, Lima: Desco, 2013. 

 Kogan, Liuba. Relaciones de género en las familias de sectores altos de Lima. Debates en 
Sociología. Nº 23-24, 1998-1999. PUCP 

 Mujica, Jaris. La reestructuración de los grupos conservadores y el biopoder. Promsex, 2007. 

 Nuevas Trenzas. La valorización de los activos culturales: ¿estrategias innovadoras para el 
empoderamiento de las mujeres rurales jóvenes? IEP, 2013 

 Plaza, Orlando. Desarrollo rural: enfoques y métodos alternativos. Pontificia Universidad Católica 
del Perú, Fondo Editorial, 1998. pp. 261-278 

 Sgró Ruata, María Candelaria. Conservadurismo, Religión y Política. Perspectivas de Investigación 
en América Latina. Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir, Córdoba, s/f 

 Valdez Carrasco, Bettina del Carmen.  Empleadoras y Trabajadoras del Hogar Cama Adentro: Un 
Análisis de Género del Ejercicio de los Derechos Laborales en los Sectores Medios de Lima 
Metropolitana. Tesis para optar al grado de Magister en Estudios de Género, PUCP, 2014. 
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TIMELY SUBMISSIONS 
Assignments submitted after the deadline will be accepted at the discretion of the course instructor and 
generally only in the event of a documented illness or emergency. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Any academic endeavor must be based upon a foundation of honesty and integrity. Students are expected 
to abide by principles of academic integrity and must be willing to bear individual responsibility for their 
work while studying abroad. Any academic work (written or otherwise) submitted to fulfill an academic 
requirement must represent a student‘s original work. Any act of academic misconduct, such as cheating, 
fabrication, forgery, plagiarism, or facilitating academic dishonesty, will subject a student to disciplinary 
action.  
IFSA-Butler takes academic integrity very seriously. Students must not accept outside assistance without 
permission from the instructor. Additionally, students must document all sources according to the 
instructions of the professor. Should your instructor suspect you of plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of 
academic dishonesty, you may receive a failing grade for the course and disciplinary action may result. 
The incident will be reported to the IFSA-Butler resident director as well as your home institution.   
  

 


