
COURSE SYLLABUS   
 

 

DIRECTED RESEARCH 
Mérida Universities Program 

 

Suggested US semester credit hours: 3 

Contact hours: 60 

 Methodology Seminar: 20 hours 

 Research and final project: 40 hours 

IFSA-Butler Course Code: ID305-04 

Delivery method: Face to Face 

Host institution affiliation: Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán (UADY) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Each semester, a small number of highly qualified participants in our programs opt to conduct in-depth 
research on a contemporary issue of their choosing. Students work closely with IFSA-Butler staff to hone 
their proposals and identify suitable faculty sponsors to guide their work. Before students begin to 
conduct interviews and collect data, they attend 20 hours of a research methodology seminar taught by 
the academic director. During the course of their research, students are also required to meet weekly 
with the academic director and with their faculty sponsor to assess progress and garner further advice. 
 
The research component is designed individually for each participant on the basis of the faculty 
member’s past academic work, research skills and area of personal research interest. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The opportunity to study in great detail current events and issues of importance to individual countries, 
Latin America as a whole and even the global society is one of the strengths of the faculty and 
associated researchers affiliated with the UADY directed research project. 

Study abroad initiatives, at different levels, imply the process of “cultural immersion” students go 
through. We consider that one of the mechanisms that could provide a greater cultural immersion and 
have real impact on our students, is through the development of a directed research project while on 
site. The broader goal is to deepen the knowledge about the main aspects of cultures and societies of 
which students will be a part, if only briefly, while exposing them through a systematic reflection about 
cultural immersion itself, beyond the traditional ones where they are inscribed (namely, housing with a 
local family and direct enrollment). 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
To produce a research project of limited reach through the application of clear and precise research 
methodology and gain a deeper understanding of a particular area of interest of the region. Taking into 
account the short time (one semester) students have for the formulation and development of a research 
project, this will be treated as an introduction to research in social sciences. 
 

Specific objectives: 



  
   
 
 

1. To reflect on the preconceived notions of doing research in the social sciences 

2. Learn how to handle different research techniques utilized in social sciences 

3. Develop field work 

4. Analytically review literature about a specific area of study in the social sciences 

5. Organize and adequately present the results of a research project in the social sciences 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
The course covers a total of 60 hours of directed work divided into two blocks: 20 hours will be 
dedicated to theory of methodology research in the social sciences and 40 hours will be dedicated to 
fieldwork. Students are expected to dedicate an additional 20 hours of individual work for the writing, 
preparation and edition of the final written project, to be presented at the auditorium at the end of the 
semester. 
 
Research Methodology (20 hours): 

 Social sciences/natural sciences. Differences and points of connection (3 hours) 

 Positivism y hermeneutics. Science and art (3 hours) 

 Research methodology in social sciences (3 hours) 

 Qualitative techniques (6 hours) 

 Quantitative techniques (3 hours) 

 Report preparation/ research preparation (2 hours) 
 
Theory review and analysis of fieldwork (40 hours) 
 
Independent student work (20 hours) 
 
The directed research project carries 3 U.S. semester credit hours. 
 
This course has three articulated parts. These three parts may occur concurrently at some point during 
the semester, but not necessarily. 
 
Part I: review of the theory surrounding the chosen theme or subject the student wants to develop. An 
analytical approach to the readings driven by a theoretical-methodological orientation provided by the 
course instructor is required for part I. 
 
Part II: the actual methodology. Refers to the interpretation of preconceived notions of research in the 
social sciences. We will discuss briefly some generalized conceptions, modalities, application and 
research techniques, as well as the way the results of a research process are expected to be presented. 
 
Part III: fieldwork. In this stage, the student, with the guidance of the professor, gathers, dialogues, 
establishes connections, relates with the subjects of study, applying research gathering tools designed 
jointly by the student and the instructor. 
 
EVALUATION METHODS 



  
   
 
 
Given that the course is oriented to develop research activities, the final research report and 
presentation are considered the core of the evaluation. Percentages are distributed in the following 
manner: 
 
Final research written report and presentation    40% 
Exam 1: review of theory included in the research   30% 
Exam 2: methodological aspects in a social science research project 30% 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
Bibliography related to the main research project will be determined once the topic has been selected.  
 
Following is a limited list of references students will be expected to consult during the methodology 
seminar. 
 

 Coffey, Amanda. (1999). The Ethnographic Self: Fieldwork and the Representation of Identity. 
Londres: Sage. 

 

 Daros, William R. (2002.) ¿Qué es un marco teórico? Enfoques. XIV (1): 73-112. 
 

 Higuera Bonfil, Antonio (coord.). (2006). Trabajo de campo. La antropología en acción. México, 
DF: Universidad de Quintana Roo y Plaza y Valdés Editores. 
 

 Hine, Christine. (2000). Virtual Ethnography. Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
 

 Sánchez Macías, Armando. (2013). Estrategia didáctica para orientar la elaboración del marco 
teórico de una investigación en el área de las ciencias sociales. Atenas. 3(23): 22-34. 

 
 

TIMELY SUBMISSIONS 

Assignments submitted after the deadline will be accepted at the discretion of the course instructor and 
generally only in the event of a documented illness or emergency. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Any academic endeavor must be based upon a foundation of honesty and integrity. Students are 

expected to abide by principles of academic integrity and must be willing to bear individual 

responsibility for their work while studying abroad. Any academic work (written or otherwise) submitted 

to fulfill an academic requirement must represent a student‘s original work. Any act of academic 

misconduct, such as cheating, fabrication, forgery, plagiarism, or facilitating academic dishonesty, will 

subject a student to disciplinary action.  

IFSA-Butler takes academic integrity very seriously. Students must not accept outside assistance without 

permission from the instructor. Additionally, students must document all sources according to the 

instructions of the professor. Should your instructor suspect you of plagiarism, cheating, or other forms 

of academic dishonesty, you may receive a failing grade for the course and disciplinary action may 

result. The incident will be reported to the IFSA-Butler resident director as well as your home institution.   



  
   
 
 
 
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
Attached is the research proposal form. If you wish to undertake a directed research project while on 
your study abroad program, return this form to our IFSA-Butler Indianapolis office as soon as possible. 
The research proposal form provides a basis from which you can methodically outline the type of 
research you are interested in and inform us of the research and skills that you bring to the research 
project. 

You must answer in detail the questions listed on the form. Return your typed answers (in Spanish) with 
a copy of your résumé and any other supporting documentation you feel will be helpful in setting up 
your project. For instance, some students are interested in continuing research that they have already 
started. In this case, we recommend that you photocopy and send research notes, papers and directives 
from professors with whom you have been working. Finally, the academic directors of the programs are 
interested in receiving a cover letter with your proposal explaining your interest in the research area 
that you have outlined. 

As you prepare to depart for Mérida, Mexico, you might want to keep in mind a few items past research 
students have recommended .These include: 

1. A laptop computer. While we do not recommend that you buy a laptop if you do not already have 
one, you should strongly consider taking a laptop if you already own one.  

2. Dress clothes. Depending on the topic of your research, you should come prepared. If your research is 
conducted in the rural or urban areas, if you will be required to work in an office or in the field. You will 
need to dress appropriately depending on the context in which you will be immersed. 

Program staff at our IFSA-Butler Mérida office are prepared to answer your questions regarding credit 
issues, university registration and the overall logistics of the program; however, it is the academic 
director of the IFSA-Butler Mérida office who will ultimately work with you in defining the parameters of 
your project. We will forward each student’s complete research proposal form to the academic director, 
who may need to contact you before your arrival in Mexico, so be sure to include your e-mail address on 
your résumé. 
 
 
 

 
  



  
   
 
 

Directed Research Project Research Proposal Form 
 
To allow the academic director in Mérida to prepare for your arrival, answer the questions on this sheet 
and submit the answers with your résumé and a short letter of introduction that explains your 
motivating factor in undertaking such a research assignment, as well as your goals and how you hope to 
integrate the research project into your current studies. You must provide as much detail as possible. 
The quality and explicitness of your documents will have a direct bearing on the ability of our contacts in 
Mexico to find a suitable project for you. 

Please respond to these questions in Spanish. In order to provide enough detail (you need to provide 
paragraph-length answers to these questions). Your answers must be typed. 

The information that you provide here is key to the success of your semester abroad. Please be as 
thorough as possible. You may attach a separate sheet if you wish. 

Research project: guidelines for its elaboration 

Letter of intent. It includes personal information and general description of the subject of study. 

Answer the questions below. 

Student curriculum vitae. 

Questions to be answered: 

1. Describe briefly the research topic that you want to develop and raise this description a first 
hypothesis to investigate, in the form of a research question. 

2. In what specific areas do you want to conduct your research? (E.g.: anthropology, archaeology, 
literature, environment, human rights, history, etc.) 

3. What studies have you done in your university that allow you to have theoretical knowledge about 
the subject you want to investigate? 

4. What are your professional goals, in the short and long term? 

5. List additional information that you consider relevant for the successful development of your research 
project, which IFSA-Butler and your teacher guide must manage to better support your work. 

Please return your letter of intent, résumé and answers to the above questions to our Indianapolis 
office. We will forward your documents to the appropriate program contact in Mérida, who will then 
help you further develop your ideas into a workable research topic. 


